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YOUTH AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Statement 
HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I wish to respond to the comments made by the 
Minister for Youth to myself last week. It is disappointing that the minister, in her response to me, chose to 
personalise her response, but more disappointing is that the minister chose to also completely misrepresent what 
I said. She utterly failed to respond to the substantive issues that I raised.  

I want to be clear: I support initiatives by the Office for Youth to move in the direction of increased project-
based work rather than primarily policy work, and of course I support the funding of the programs that the 
minister mentioned; namely, the YMCA’s Big Brothers Big Sisters program, the One Sky, Many Paths program 
for Indigenous youth leaders, the Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation program, the YMCA’s Youth 
Parliament program, the WA youth awards, as well as Cadets and National Youth Week. I did not for a moment 
suggest that the government had ceased to fund the Youth Affairs Council of WA. I ask the minister to pay close 
attention to Hansard in future. I was, however, pointing out the truth; namely, that it is a constant struggle for 
many organisations in the youth sector to obtain sufficient funding for their activities. In contrast, the WA cadets 
have had increasing amounts of money given to them, particularly in the past few years. I am not saying that that 
is not positive; however, the concern of organisations in the youth sector, whether the minister likes it or not, is 
that there are limited funds available and the current allocation of funds seems to be quite disproportionate. As 
such, I am trying to highlight that more funding is required for service providers who deal with at-risk youth.  

The minister stated in her response that she has a plan and very clear priorities for the youth sector. I disagree. 
Rather, the Office for Youth has produced this very basic one-page document entitled “Office for Youth Work 
Plan 2009–11”. A lot of consultation went into this plan and stakeholders had been feeling very positive, but 
have since been very disappointed with this one-page plan. The Office for Youth produced a very large report in 
May 2009 which came out of the consultation, and yet the now one-page plan has largely ignored the detail. I 
would love to see a detailed outline of this plan. I want to see clear goals and I want to see measurable 
objectives. I want to see some funding to match; and clearly, so would the youth sector. The detail in the 
consultation report highlighted the need for service provision to be better funded, appropriately resourced and 
suitably targeted at special needs groups. That consultation report particularly highlighted culturally and 
linguistically diverse youth, Indigenous young people, young people with disabilities and young carers. Instead, 
this plan merely highlights a list of programs and initiatives that the government intends to fund and implement 
in the next two years without providing any sort of time line or appropriate funding estimates, or details about 
which agencies will be partnered to ensure their success. 

The consultation report highlighted that youth homelessness is a key priority area for change. We know there are 
anything from 5 500 to 6 000 homeless young people in WA alone. The consultation report contained 15 
suggested actions to target youth homelessness; yet the youth plan merely mentions “providing advice on 
national and state homelessness strategies”.  

This is despite the fact that one of the six priorities of the Office for Youth’s strategy is to address youth 
homelessness. Again, we are not provided with any details about whether the minister intends to financially 
support any initiatives or service providers in this sector. 

Mental health is another huge concern for young people. Young people are up to 80 per cent more likely to 
experience mental health issues. The Commissioner for Children and Young People has just finished 
consultation for her inquiry into the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people, which is going to 
be released next year. But the youth plan does not address mental health issues for young people. Therefore, if 
this is an issue outside the youth portfolio, it is really unclear how the Office for Youth is liaising with the WA 
Mental Health Commission on these matters, which are interrelated with other issues within the youth portfolio 
such as homelessness, drugs and alcohol, and mental and emotional wellbeing. 

Racism and other issues affecting Indigenous young people come up repeatedly in the Office for Youth’s 
consultation report. However, the One Sky, Many Paths program appears to be the only specifically Indigenous 
program in the youth plan. The plan also mentions supporting the culturally and linguistically diverse youth sport 
project, but it is unclear which other programs or service providers are being supported in this really critical area. 

Another issue is that the majority of the programs funded by the government are not available to rural young 
people. The minister conducted consultations in Manjimup, Albany and Geraldton, yet the needs of rural young 
people do not appear to have been addressed in the youth plan. Further, the strategy does not adequately address 
at-risk young people. In particular, I am referring again to preventative strategies for young people in the 
criminal justice system. As I mentioned in my previous speech, the government has continually failed to 
implement effective strategies to reduce incarceration rates, and has under-resourced recognised intervention and 
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diversionary programs. One concern is also the overlap between departments. For example, it was stated in this 
year’s budget papers, that the WA Police would be focusing on preventative and early intervention strategies for 
Indigenous youth, and also programs for young people involved in binge drinking. However, it is unclear how 
the Minister for Youth intends to address this crossover or whether she has even been consulting with the justice 
department on the development of these programs. The youth plan refers to implementing the results of two 
research projects on young people and alcohol, as well as supporting initiatives to reduce binge drinking. 
However, we have not been provided with any other details or a time frame for these initiatives. Instead, I note 
that the minister completely failed to address the issue of at-risk youth in her response to my speech. And her 
complete silence in the debates in this place on juvenile justice has been well and truly noted. This is a Minister 
for Youth who has nothing to say about the impacts on children of her government’s law and order agenda. 

Truancy remains a significant issue, yet the government has reduced the amount of full-time employment in the 
Department of Education for participation coordinators who assist young people who have disengaged or are at 
risk of disengaging from education. Although the employment of participation coordinators was meant to be 
only a temporary measure, there is a dire need for more initiatives to assist young people at risk of non-
attendance. Again, the youth plan does not address this issue or how the minister intends to coordinate with the 
Minister for Education on these issues. 

In short, if we are about creating positive social change for young people, we need a detailed and an actionable 
youth plan from this government. We need sufficient funding to match that strategy, and part of that strategy 
must include more support for service providers for at-risk young people. It is not enough to point to programs 
that are assisting and rewarding those youths who are actually travelling okay. Although, of course, that is 
important, the hard work, and the money, must come in dealing with those youths who are struggling. Not 
enough of the pie is being given to these areas. It is simply not enough for people to point to awards ceremonies, 
pat themselves on the back and say, “Look at what a great job we’re doing”, while this government pursues a 
punitive and damaging law and order agenda that is actually designed to demonise and damage young people. 
 


